HECKET AT THE COUNCIL OF NORTHAMPTON.    5
open. The old Earl of Cornwall, the hunchback Leicester,
and a number of barons entered. "My lord," said the Earl
of Leicester to the archbishop, " the king requires you to
come t3 his presence and answer to certain things which
will then be alleged against you, as you promised yesterday 5
to do." "My lord earl," said Becket, " thou knowest how
long and loyally I served the king in his worldly afiairs.
For that cause it pleased him to promote me to the office
which now I hold. I did not desire this office; I knew my
infirmities, When I consented it was for the sake of the 10
king alone. "When I was elected I was formally acquitted of
my responsibilities for all that I had done as chancellor.
Therefore I am not bound to answer, and I will not answer."
The reply was carried back.    The peers by a swift vote de-
clared that the archbishop must be arrested and placed under 15
gu u'd.    The earls re-entered, and Leicester approached him
and began slowly and reluctantly to announce the sentence.
"Nay,"  said  Becket, lifting his  tall meagre figure  to  its
haughtiest height, " do thou first listen to me.   The child may
not judge his father.    The king may not judge me, nor may 20
you judge  me.    I will be  judged under God by the pope
alone,   to whom in your presence I appeal.    I forbid you
under anathema to pronounce your sentence.    And you, my
brethren/' he said, turning to the bishops, "since you will
obey man rather than God, I  call you too before the same 25
judgment-seat.    Under the protection of the Apostolic See, I
depart hence."
No hand was raised to stop him. He swept through the
chamber and flung open the door of the hall. He stumbled
on the threshold, and had almost fallen, but recovered him- 30
self. The October afternoon was growing into twilight. The
hall was thronged with the retinues of the king and the barons.
Dinner was over. The floor was littered with rushes and
fragments of rolls and broken meat. Draughts of ale had not
been wanting, and young knights, pages, and retainers were 35